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FREIGHT MOBILITY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT BOARD 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

June 11, 2004 
Yakima, Washington 

 
Board members present were Chairman Dan O’Neal, Mr. Don Lemmons, Mr. Dick Marzano, 
Mr. Andrew Johnsen, Mr. Jim Toomey, Mr. Ross Kelley, Ms.Carol Moser, Ms. Pati Otley, 
Mr. Mark Asmundson and Mr. Cliff Benson. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chairman Dan O’Neal welcomed all to the meeting. 
  
MINUTES:  Ms. Pati Otley moved, and Mr. Don Lemmons seconded the motion to approve 
the April 2, 2004 meeting minutes.   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
FMSIB BUDGET: Director Schmidt reviewed the operating budget, project balances and the 
special UP account.   
 
DIRECTORS REPORT: Director Schmidt reported the 2005-07 Strategic Plan that was 
approved by the Board is completed and submitted to OFM. Working with Charlie Howard 
and Barb Ivanov from DOT, FMSIB will host a freight forum during the regular July Board 
meeting to provide input into the Washington Transportation Plan.  The format for the 
meeting was discussed. 
 
The director worked with Jay Weber and Steve Gorcester in creating a combined local 
government assistance proposal reflecting the priorities for the three agencies as an 
information tool for policymakers.   
 
At the last FAST meeting WSDOT staff was asked to return to the previous format where 
participants were providing input rather than just listening to reports.  
 
Terry Finn from the Port of Seattle has provided FMSIB with the use of their new conference 
facilities at the airport. Various meetings have taken place to bring all of the interests together 
that are reflected in board membership, for the July Freight Forum. 
 
Director Schmidt met with both Chairman Murray and Chairman Horn to discuss current and 
future initiatives benefiting freight.  The discussions were positive with Chairman Murray 
strongly in support of getting dedicated funds to FMSIB. Chairman Horn was supportive in 
his desire to find funds for freight and understood why the Board could not support the 
funding mechanism in his proposal from the last session.  Both Chairmen were interested in 
the CRAB-FMSIB-TIB proposal. 
 
 
 

dan
Approved
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Chairman O’Neal led a discussion about the difficulty of formalizing a Board legislative 
position when the Board meets every other month.  The Board agreed to set up a 
subcommittee to set parameters and return to the full board with their recommendations as 
well as to be the legislative policy group during sessions. 
 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Mr. Cliff Benson moved and Mr. Mark Asmundson 
seconded the motion to create a legislative committee, have them report back to the Board at 
the July meeting and meet consistently through the session to deal with legislative issues. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The Director indicated that there would need to be a number of meetings across the state with 
project sponsors to determine readiness of projects before including them in the agencies 
2005-07 budget request.  The final list would probably not be ready in time for the July 
meeting but Board members would be advised before the final list was submitted. The Board 
asked to have the entire board listed on the organization chart if possible and agreed to request 
$25 million per year in funding for the FMSIB projects. The Board discussed possible 
revenue sources without unanimous agreement.  The Board believes it is a legislative decision 
to identify fund sources, but to allow the proposal to move forward agreed to identify 
placeholder funding for the recommendation. 
 
REQUEST LEGISLATION: Mr. Benson moved and Mr. Kelley seconded the motion that 
we propose a $50 million per biennium dedicated fund for the FMSIB construction budget 
with funds sourced from a combination of increased gas tax revenue and redistributed TEA-
21 federal funds. 
MOTION CARRIED – Mr. Johnsen recused himself from the vote. Mr. Lemmons 
voting against the motion. 
 
2005-07 BUDGET - Mr. Dick Marzano moved and Ms. Pati Otley seconded the motion to 
approve the 2005-07-budget request with the Board Members added to the organizational page. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:  Ms. Otley reported on a meeting dealing with the Port of 
Seattle’s plans to operate on a more streamlined basis and their North Bay Development at 
Terminal 91.  Mr. Benson reviewed activities at the PSRC including the status of RTID, 
possible loss of CMAQ funds and BNSF Renton to Snohomish rail line proposals. 
 
Mr. Toomey explained the need to authorize another “Call for Projects” to maintain a six year 
list of active freight projects.  The Board discussed the timeline and difficulty of not having 
dedicated funds to commit. 
   
CALL FOR PROJECTS: Mr. Toomey moved and Mr. Ross Kelley seconded the motion to 
authorize a 2004 “Call for Projects. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Kay Wendell Adams and the consultants for the Yakima grade separation projects briefed 
the Board on the status of the project and the current timeline. Mr. Gary Webster from the 
Yakima Chamber of Commerce added remarks about the impact of the project on local 
businesses. 



 
Mr. Dan Olson and Mayor Aubrey Reeves discussed the success of the Union Gap project and 
thanked the Board for sticking with the project during some difficult times. 
 
Ms. Barbara Ivanov discussed the work she is doing to provide freight data for the 
Washington Transportation Plan.  A series of charts were presented and Board members 
expressed concern with some of the information provided.  The data is continuing to evolve 
and Board members and others are to present additional or better data for the July 23rd 
meeting. 
 
The Board thanked retiring founding Board Member Carol Moser for her service on the Board 
and her support of freight mobility. 
 
FUTURE MEETING:  Ms. Otley moved and Mr. Benson seconded the motion that the next 
FMSIB meeting be held on July 23, 2004 at SeaTac Airport.   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 12:47 PM. 

 
  

      A. DANIEL O’NEAL, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
ATTEST:   

 
      
KAREN SCHMIDT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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